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Smart Sensory Work Increases Student Success
By Kristin Tennyson, Head of School
Creating highly-personalized activity plans or sensory diets is vital to helping each child
maximize their learning potential.
Enter Mrs. Naveh’s Social Skills class and, while Mrs. Naveh is explaining the lesson,
you’ll observe a range of behaviors: Cahill is standing at his desk rolling putty,
Maddie is gently bouncing on the therapy ball she uses as a chair, Liam L. stares at a
laptop that displays the same image as the Smart Board on the wall, Jack looks comfy
in the “comfy chair,” and Liam R. is rocking on a wobbly stool while squishing putty
in his hands. And . . . ALL are engaged in the
lesson being taught. How do we know? When
Mrs. Naveh starts asking questions based on the
lesson, every student is eager to share what they
know. A testimony to excellent sensory diets
(and quality teaching) at work!
A “sensory diet” is a carefully designed activity
plan that helps each student stay focused and
organized. Adults may tap a pencil or chew
gum to stay focused, or soak in a hot tub to
unwind. Similarly, children need to engage in
stabilizing, focusing activities.

Nate Ireton focuses on the lesson displayed on his
laptop while sitting on a therapy ball.

At Linden Grove School, students may engage
in various activities throughout the day for
different reasons. As students arrive at school
in the morning, for example, Nicholas walks into the school building with an anxiety
ridden face—an incredible scowl you just can’t ignore. A staff person immediately
guides him to the Sensory Room for “swing” time: high, but not too fast, and NEVER
spinning. The staff person starts talking with Nicholas, and as Nicholas gradually
engages in the conversation his whole body begins to relax. The scowl softens to . .
. wait for it . . . a smile. And as Nicholas is freely talking about what he did over the
weekend, he’s ready—and enthusiastic for—his first class.
Erika Thomas rocks on a wobbly stool while using
LEGO® during her language arts class.

The power of the right sensory work should never be underestimated!
Like many of us, Nicholas Savchenko knows the
calming effect of an easy swing.
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Social Media Sharing Increases Giving
Facebook Posts Attract New Supporters for Campaign
The 2016 Giving Tuesday campaign raised nearly $20,000
within 24 hours. More importantly, the campaign attracted
dozens of new supporters who gave in response to Facebook
posts or emails shared by current LGS families and friends.
Special thanks to the anonymous donor who tripled Giving
Tuesday donations up to a total of $15,000. Your generosity
and passion for Linden Grove School is heartwarming.

Students Give Back on Giving Tuesday
Giving Tuesday is a global effort encouraging people to “give” to help those less
fortunate. This year, LGS Applied Skills students joined the Giving Tuesday
movement by putting together care packages for local people in need. READ
MORE. Go to LindenGroveSchool.org and click on the Inside LGS icon.

Julia Kmett proudly shows items students chose to
put in their care packages for local people in need.

Space-Staff-Sustainability
Committee Drafts Plan for Continued Success
By Jonathan Batross, Board President
Final edits are underway on the 2017-18 Strategic Plan draft before presentation to
the Board of Trustees and Advisory Board. The Strategic Planning Committee—a
diverse group of parents, professionals and school staff—has focused on:
• Space – Physical needs commensurate with the quality of our programs and
potential to support growth;
• Staff – Resources to continue to attract and retain qualified staff, and provide
development opportunities;
• Sustainability – Plan for growth that carefully balances an expansion of
programs and services, and an increase in financial resources to meet shortterm needs and ensure long-term viability.
As a parent, I have experienced the positive impact Linden Grove School has on
students, not only in the primary school years but on through high school and
beyond. I am honored to have been selected to play a role in ensuring the future of Linden Grove School for the students
and their families. Our strategic planning efforts will help to guide us in decision making and allow us to focus on building
upon our success.
Gavin Duryea helps Ms. Foster set up bowling pins
during a recent PE class.
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STEM Lab Encourages 21st Century ‘Basic Skills’
Robotics Projects Teach Programming and Problem-Solving
Our increasingly computerized world demands a new set of workforce skills. Linden
Grove School’s new STEM Lab (Science-Technology-Engineering-Mathematics) uses
robotics projects to encourage the development of these new skills: skills like data
analysis, creative thinking and problem solving.
The STEM Lab’s most recent challenge consisted of building and programming a
LEGO® “mower” to clear a designated area of LEGO® debris. Students first considered
the best design for moving debris, and then used data to effectively program their
mower to move appropriate distances and execute turns, as needed.
Robotics activities provide immediate feedback,
satisfying a student’s desire for success and
creating the motivation to continue learning.
Students also learn about robotics technologies
used in modern industries from agriculture to
healthcare to manufacturing.

Jacob Walker shows the robotic mower he and
Ryan Stotler built for the most recent STEM Lab
challenge.

More importantly, they develop basic skills for living and working in the 21st century.

STEM Employers Increase Recruitment of People with Autism
Studies have shown people with autism are drawn to STEM fields more often than
the general population. Such individuals tend to have strengths in systemizing,
memorizing and rule-based systems.

Ryan Stotler observes the programmed mower
removing LEGO® debris from a designated area.

The U.S. Department of Labor projects 1.2 million job openings in STEM fields by
2018 and a shortage of 95 million skilled workers by 2020. In response, companies
like Microsoft and Freddie Mac are increasing recruitment among individuals with
autism to fill a variety of positions from coding to data analysis to support services.

Students Learn and Have Fun…Together
Academic-based games
not only make learning
fun, they help build social
skills and inspire a sense
of community within each
classroom and throughout
Linden Grove School.
Far left: Ryann Eagan and Ryan Ballard
make Play-Doh® teeth following a
lesson on dentists as part of their unit on
Community Helpers.
Left: After completing a worksheet of
double-digit subtraction problems, Kevin
Titzer, Eddie Richardson and Alex Petredis
enjoyed a game of Subtraction Bingo
with Mrs. Bachman.
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Make your reservations today!
Reserve online at lindengroveschool.org or call 513-426-7105.

2017 LGS Cash Raffle

Sponsored by

Seven cash prizes!
• 1st Prize: $1,000
• 2nd and 3rd prizes: $500 each
• 4th through 7th prizes: $250 each
See newsletter insert for ticket order form.

