
 
 

August 25, 2015 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Assigning homework has always been a hot topic in education, and it continues to be one 

as National and State standards continue to increase at ramped levels.  Despite the fact that 

homework amounts have more than doubled since the 1980s, research does not necessarily 

support, nor deny, the benefits.  The research on homework is simply inconsistent. The 

answer to the homework debate is far more complex than "homework is good", or 

"homework is bad". Instead, the ultimate answer is that the value of homework depends on 

a number of factors and contexts. 

 

When homework is designed appropriately, benefits are possible and listed below:  

 The amount of material that teachers are asked to cover nowadays is enormous.  

There simply aren’t enough hours in a day to be able to cover all of the material 

necessary to meet standards, let alone allow for any type of remediation during a 

typical school day. Therefore, independent assignments, such reading for a period of 

time or the next step in a project, can be given as homework to allow for more time 

in class for other activities which require direct teacher instruction.  Teachers simply 

can no longer expect to support students with one full year of grade level progress 

without homework participation in practice. 

 Everyone knows that in order to learn, students must practice, practice, practice! 

Homework allows students to practice the information they learned in class. Many 

classes require skill-based repetition, such as memorizing times tables in math or 

reading practice in English Language Arts. Homework is a great way to emphasize 

these types of skills.  

 Homework can be individualized so that students get extra practice on the skills they 

struggle with, as long as the student can complete the work without assistance. This 

allows teachers to provide remediation without using class time.  

 Learning new vocabulary is essential to many classes. Studies show that students 

need to be exposed to a new word at least 17-20 times before they learn the word. 

Homework can be used to expose students to new vocabulary terms before they are 



 

 

 

 

 

used in class to help pre-teach the words, as well as to expose the child to the term 

multiple times. This could be done through a reading assignment or by a looking up 

definitions and writing them in their own words, and so on.  

 Assigning homework and deadlines helps students develop life skills through 

learning to manage their time, keep a schedule, and stay organized. For some 

students, even taking something home and bringing it back the next day is a 

challenging, though essential, skill to learn. 

 

That being said, there can also be cons to assigning homework: 

 Children need time to relax and take their minds off work. The pressure of having to 

complete homework every night is quite daunting for most children and they need 

time to refresh their minds and bodies.  Homework on weekends and holidays is 

also shown to be more of a detriment than an aid to learning. Just like adults, kids 

need time off too!! 

 Homework takes away from a child’s ability to develop other interests and talents, 

such as music and sports. 

 Homework reduces the amount of time that children could be spending with their 

families. Family time is especially important to a growing child and without it, 

social problems can crop up and a family unit can be compromised by a lack of time 

being spent together. 

 Although in some cases, homework can aide in parent-child bonding, in other cases, 

homework can cause conflict between children and parents when the parent wants 

the child to do their homework but meets resistance from the student. 

 Many studies indicate that homework has little positive effect on the performance of 

elementary age students. There is only so much that a mind of that age can absorb 

through self-study. 

 If homework is stressful, some studies have shown that it can have a negative effect 

on performance, resulting in an outcome opposite of the desired goal.   

 Good students don’t typically need the extra practice and students who are 

performing poorly may become more frustrated.  Both can be counterproductive to 

the objective of assigning homework in the first place. 

 

Many critics of the current system do endorse a graduated level of homework which 

should increase slowly as the student develops. A common proposal is to limit homework 

to 10 minutes a day for each grade the student has achieved, starting with first grade. For 

example, second graders would receive 20 minutes per day, and sixth graders an hour. By 

the time the student graduates from high school, they will be working 2 hours per night, 

and be on a path that will make them ready for the demands of college. 



 

 

 

 

 

So, now you ask yourself, “Where does Linden Grove stand?”  Well…our answer is not 

black and white, as we believe that both the pros and cons exist when assigning homework 

and that homework needs to be considered on an individualized basis.  Some students do 

better with homework, while some do better without homework.  Therefore, Linden Grove 

School has set general homework guidelines for all grade levels, AND we will ask all 

families to fill out a Homework Analysis Form (see attachment) so we can tweak each 

child’s plan individually.  This form is due back by Monday, August 31st. 

 

Below are Linden Grove’s general homework guidelines that we use as a starting point: 

 

Kindergarten: 

 Weekly reading log 

Grades 1 and 2: 

 One sheet, i-ready assignment (or equivalent) of reading or language twice/week (no 

more than 10 minutes of completion time in length) 

 Weekly spelling test 

 One sheet, i-ready assignment (or equivalent) of math at least twice/week (no more 

than 10 minutes of completion time in length) 

 Weekly reading log 

Grades 3, 4, 5: 

 One sheet, i-ready assignment (or equivalent) of Reading/Language and Math 

homework per night.  (no more than 10-15 minutes completion time in length) 

 Weekly spelling test 

 Weekly reading log 

 Science, Health or Social Studies- 1-2 times/week 

Grades 6-8: 

Same schedule as grades 3-5, although the basic length of assignments may increase and 

weekly spelling tests may be replaced by weekly vocabulary tests.   Also, assignments 

should include more written responses.  Larger projects and assignments should be 

coordinated with other teachers to prevent overload on students. 

 

What to Do If there are Homework Problems/Concerns: 

 

If at any time you are unclear about an assignment or grading guidelines, have questions 

about your child’s work, or are concerned about the length of time spent on homework 

(too much or too little), please contact the teacher of that particular subject immediately.  

Please don’t wait until there is a crisis.  Parents and teachers working together will ensure 

that all Linden Grove students are successful learners! 



 

 

 

 

 

At times, things come up and homework doesn’t get done.  We, in no way, want 

homework to be a struggle for you or for your child.  Therefore, if there are extenuating 

circumstances that prohibit your child from completing homework any given night, please 

follow the procedure below: 

 If the above should occur, in order for the homework to be excused or for the child 

to be given extra days to complete the work, a parent must email the teacher of the 

subject area in which the homework is not complete by 8am on the date the 

homework is due.  Please note, if the parent does not do this, it will not be excused, 

as it is assumed that you feel your child should have completed the work and the 

student may lose free time privileges until the work is complete.  Though parents 

may want to encourage their child to also notify the teacher, it is not considered 

acceptable for the student, alone, to inform the teacher in order for the homework to 

be considered excused.  We must hear from the parent, indicating that they believe 

the homework should be excused. 

 Pending the type of work and the circumstances, the teacher will email the parent 

back, letting them know if the work can be excused all together or if a new due date 

needs to be established.   

 If a student turns in incomplete homework and/or does not turn in homework and 

the teacher was not notified via email by the parent, on that date, the teacher will 

email the parent so they are aware of the situation.  The teacher will also check for 

extenuating circumstances.   

 If a parent is aware that their child purposely did not complete their homework and 

would like their child to suffer the natural consequences of their choice, it would be 

helpful if the parent emailed the teacher ahead of time and gave them the heads up. 

 If a student turns in incomplete homework and/or does not turn in homework 3 

times within a one month period of time in any particular subject area, the teacher 

will request a face to face or phone conference with the parent so a plan can be put 

in place.  The plan will be written up and signed by the parent, student and team. 

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.  I look forward to a year filled 

with successes! 

Sincerely, 

  

 
 

Kristin Tennyson 

Principal of Academics 



 

 

 

 

 

Homework Policy Receipt 
Return to Kristin Tennyson by August 31, 2015 

 

We have read the homework protocol and requirements at Linden Grove School and 

reviewed them with our child.  We agree to work collaboratively with teachers to 

communicate our child’s needs in reference to homework, and we agree to email teachers 

by 8am on the date homework is due if our student is unable to complete it.  Our child was 

informed that they may have to miss free choice if their homework is not turned in on the 

due date. 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature       Date 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________

Parent Signature       Date 

 

 

 

 


