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Mark your calendars NOW for these important events!
These are the two largest fundraisers for Linden Grove School – watch your e-mail and mailbox for more information.

LINDEN GROVE SCHOOL

Signature Event
Saturday, March 4, 2017
RSVP Event Center, Loveland

Save the date

Annual  
Fund Drive
Starts Nov. 29 –Giving Tuesday

Signature 
Event 
Saturday, March 4, 2017
RSVP Event Center, 
Loveland

Lıfe at Linden Grove School 
for students, parents, 
staff and supporters

Fall 2016

Specialized learning for the whole child

Progressive! Partnerships! 
Potential and Parents!  
By Kristin Tennyson, Head of School
The crux of what’s in store for another 
great year at LGS.
 Our Progressive nature is one of 
the reasons we have fantastic student 
reenrollment and staff retention. 
With dollars raised from last year’s 
Signature Event we transformed 
one of our classrooms into a STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) Lab. We also 
implemented a new full time position: 
Sensory Coordinator.  As the only 
school in the Greater Cincinnati Area 
to offer this position and likely the only 
school in the nation, we thank Dawn 
Klinczar, veteran LGS Teacher of 16 
years, for stepping into this unique role. 
 Strong Partnerships elevate our 
services and allow us to meet more 
needs within the community.  Our 
relationship with The Children’s Home 
of Cincinnati Autism High School 
continues to grow and in September 
LGS started providing afterschool 
clubs to CHOC students, including 
Bowling, Robotics, and Resilient Teen. 
We are also partnering with Montessori 
Academy of Cincinnati to provide reverse inclusion opportunities for LGS 
students and service-related opportunities for their students.  
 Potential… our students’ full potential is always at the forefront. Given 
many of our students’ natural inclination to tinker, we hope to develop a 
School Makerspace which will provide hands-on, creative ways to encourage 
students to design, build and invent. We hope for this initiative to be supported 
through a grant and/or donations.

Continued on page 3

Noah Broerman and Christian Fuson explore some 
of the robotics equipment in the new STEM Lab. 
This addition to LGS will offer hands-0n learning 
activities in Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics.
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Gavin Duryea relaxes in a brush therapy session 
with Sensory Coordinator Dawn Klinczar. Brush 
therapy helps normalize sensory processing, 
increasing students’ ability to function within the 
school setting.
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New year brings familiar and new faces
Organizational changes enacted to further school’s mission
By Jonathan Batross, Board President
Kristin Tennyson, a familiar face at Linden Grove School 
for 20 years, will be taking on a new role. To ensure 
LGS maintains its commitment to provide progressive 
education for students with autism and related learning 

needs, the Board 
elected to adopt a 
traditional single 
leader model for the 
school, appointing 
Kristin as the Head 
of School. Kristin 
had been principal 

for more than 16 years and the Board has the utmost 
confidence in her ability to lead the school in the future.
 In addition to the typical staffing hires and adjustments 
with each new school year, LGS hired Christina 
Waddle as our new Director of Development to oversee 
fundraising and marketing efforts. Christina brings 30 
years of experience with significant accomplishments in 
organizations like American Red Cross, United Cerebral 
Palsy, and Little Sisters of the Poor. We welcome her to 
the team and look forward to watching Linden Grove 
School grow even stronger and more capable of improving 

education for our students and families.
 Thanks to all for the donations and other support you 
have provided in the past. We currently have 66 students 
and routinely graduate 10 to 14 students per year to high 
school in greater Cincinnati—you make this happen! 

Students explore Da Vinci — the genius
Exhibit decodes the science behind the artist’s inventions
Students traveled back 
in time to explore 
the creative genius of 
Leonardo da Vinci 
hands-on.
 On a field trip to 
the Da Vinci exhibit 
at the Cincinnati 
Museum Center, our 
team of students and 
staff from grades 6 
through 8 explored 
life-size reproductions 
of dozens of Da Vinci’s 
inventions ranging 
from a f lying machine 
to a deep-water diving 
suit. Wooden machines 
created opportunities to 
learn about the science behind Da Vinci’s inventions 
with chances to push, pull, crank and spin. And an 

animated analysis of Da Vinci’s most famous painting 
“Mona Lisa” brought the Renaissance to life. 

Donation recognizes school’s success with students
LGS personalized approach creates opportunities for growth and achievement
A $500,000 contribution to Linden Grove School was an 
incredible surprise over the summer months. The donor, 
who wishes to remain anonymous, made the unexpected 
gift in appreciation of Linden Gove School’s personalized 
approach to education for students with autism and 
related learning needs.
 “We are truly grateful for this recognition of our 
successful blend of academics, social-emotional learning 
opportunities, and support services,” states Kristin 
Tennyson, Head of School. “It’s also an indication of how 
far we’ve come in the school’s nearly 30-year history to 
warrant such a generous show of support.”
 The Board of Trustees is currently considering how best 
to utilize the contribution for the long-term benefit of 
Linden Grove School.

Linden Grove’s 4 P’s continued from page 1

Christina Waddle, LGS’s new Director of Development, (center) recently 
helped out in a classroom project involving student Ethan Theisens, under 
the guidance of Jen Stolze.

Thank you to 
Linda Hart 
for 7 years of 
service to LGS!

 Our Parents work exhaustively to support their 
children and LGS, and this year we want to celebrate 
with them and recognize all they do. Already parents 
have been building furniture, planning fun social events, 
chaperoning field trips, cleaning the building, serving as 
board members or on board committees, and much more! 
In return, our staff are preparing new Parent Evenings 
that consist of samplings of LGS specialized programs, 
make-it and take-it workshops for at-home strategies, and 
most importantly…a monthly Parents Night Out!
 So LGS community…welcome back to another year 
of success. Don’t forget to dot your i’s, cross your t’s, and 
proceed with our 4 P’s!

The dedication of Kerry Stegman and other staff are an important part of 
LGS’s personalized approach for the success of students like Amiah Wilhite.

Stay up-to-date on Linden Grove 
School events, activities and 

initiatives. 
Visit LindenGroveSchool.org and 

sign-up for our monthly e-newsletter 
or send an e-mail request to 

cwaddle@lindengroveschool.org.

No exhibit Da Vinci would be 
complete without the Mona Lisa 
(not actual size!) Shown left 
to right: Max Siekman, Lindsey 
Parker, Max Steinberg, Brendon 
Sears, Caleb Smith.

Max Rauch activates a wooden 
machine explaining the science 
behind Da Vinci’s inventions.

Kiely Boone lends a hand to Avery 
Schonberg at one of the many 
hands-on exhibits.
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